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The Muscliff Delta



The Muscliff Delta

Also known as ótheMuscliff Terraceô,this is the

gravel bed that lies under much of north and east

Bournemouth ïformed c. 35,000 BC, when óthe

Aurignacian oscillationsô,a series of temperature

changes, engendered a melting of ice-sheets.

The Solent and its tributaries were inundated; the

result was this very flat gravel terrace, where the

Stour, then in its embryonic stage, ran a smooth

course.



Cranleigh Road



óVery flat, Tucktonô



The Broadway area



A brief history of Broadway

Å Mainly cabbage fields until 1910, when hedges, allotments, etc

were grubbed out to make ótheSouthbourne aerodromeô.

Å This was for the so-called Bournemouth Centenary fêtes, the

unintended highlight of which was the Hon. Charles Rolls,

managing director of Rolls-Royce Ltd., crash-landing his plane

onto the present playing fields of St. PeterôsSchool.

Å The band pretended nothing had happened, and struck up with

the Barcarolle from OffenbachôsLes contes dôHoffman.

Å Most of the land vested, at that point, in the executors of James

Druitt (1816-1904), Herbert Druittôseven more cantankerous

father.



A brief history of Broadway

Å 1925: land immediately east of Belle Vue Road was sold, by

James Druittôsexecutors, to Alfred Curling Hunter (1873-1949).

Å Hunter developed ótheBrightlands Estateôthere, and cut the

first stretch of Broadway in 1925.

Å As cut by Hunter, Broadway terminated at Springfield Avenue ï

which led onto Thornbury Road, the ancient road to Double

Dykes (then known as óBroadwayLaneô).

Å Broadway was only extended to Hengistbury the following

decade, following the purchase of the Head by Bournemouth

Borough Council; the works were eventually completed on 2

January 1939.



A brief history of Broadway

Å 4 May 1925: Isaac White (1878-1934), a Romany labourer

nicknamed ótheBlack Whiteô,unearthed a 5.1 inch-long hand-

axe while digging beneath the Broadway area, trenching for

sewers.

Å Herbert Druittôsdiary, 7 May 1925: óAt7, Isaac White of 16

Livingstone Rd brought me a flat Palaeolith found by him

Monday last 4th 12-13 ft. deep on sand excavating sewer in

DayôsField between the two lanes below Coastguardô.

Å Druitt was so impressed by the itemôsmint condition, he paid

eight shillings for it.

Å A similar hand-axe ïalso in perfect condition ïwas unearthed

just east of the Wildown Road turning in 1931.



Sub-Broadway Palaeoliths



Sub-Broadway 

Palaeoliths

Whiteôs palaeolith side-on, c/o the Red 

House. Its Wildown Road counterpart 

reposes in the British Museum.

óThatthese two items were devoid of

wear suggests they belonged to an

ancient land surface which had passed

beneath the Broadway gravels; mindful of

this, Calkin dated both objects to the

Middle Palaeolithic period (85,000 ï

35,000 BC), the era of Cro-Magnon man.ô

- A. McKinstry, The Village of Tuckton,

35,000 BC ï1926 (Christchurch: Natula,

2015), p. 2.



Herbert Druitt, 

1876-1943

Founder of the Red House 

Museum. Devoted antiquarian 

whose collection of objets trouvés, 

mostly associated with 

Christchurch, forced him out of two 

sizeable properties and almost out 

of a third.

óIasked Donovan Lane if he ever

visited Herbert Druitt at Woodstock

[43 Barrack Road, Christchurch].

Oh yes! It was impossible to get

through the front door due to all the

books. They were everywhere,

including the bedrooms. He used

to eat his meals sitting on a pile of

books in the passageway.ô

- Allen Whiteôsnotebook, 1967



The Wick Lane necropolis



Urn exhumed at 

the Magnolia 

Close site, 1927

óInevening I examined Pot A

finding nearly all the pieces é I

wish that fool of a navvy hadnôt

broken it ñforfunòô

- Herbert Druittôs diary, 18 July 

1927



Bournemouth's largest tumulus



Bournemouthôs 

largest tumulus

Purchased by Alan Druitt from the 

trustees of his fatherôs estate (in 

1925), and bequeathed to Herbert 

Druitt in 1933. This is a round 

barrow, typical of the Early Bronze 

Age (c. 1900 BC) and the largest of 

the five remaining tumuli in the 

Bournemouth borough. 

It has never been excavated, 

though the police were called when 

some nocturnal digging took place 

here in 1963 . . .



ñAny rural digging would have been 

suspicious . . .ò



The Tuckton 

bucket

Unearthed on the site of The 

Riverside Inn (right) in 1882; 

this was a bucket-shaped 

cremation urn with four lug-

handles, typical of Late Bronze 

Age settlers (c. 800 BC).

óInquality and design the

pottery of the newcomers was

much inferior to that which it

displaced.ô- J. Bernard Calkin,

óTheTuckton Urnô(1940)



The Tuckton bucket

ÅThe vessel somehow entered the keeping of T.

J. Hankinson, first Mayor of Bournemouth,

whose executors donated it to Bournemouth

Borough Council in 1906.

ÅVaguely associating it with culture, the Council

placed the urn ï and its cremated human

contents ïon display in ótheFree Libraryô,Old

Christchurch Road, transferring it to the

Lansdowne reference library in 1913.



The Tuckton bucket

The urn was damp-dusted throughout the 1930s

by a twenty-stone library assistant, Miss óJumboô

Gubbins, who used to sign her name with a

drawing of an elephant.

In 1940, with bombs raining down, the urn was put

into storage. What became of it thereafter is a

mystery, though the Lansdowne Library sign

happily survives . . .





Superior 

rusticated ware

Some far classier Late Bronze 

Age pottery was found in 

Moordown, when the lower end 

of Nursery Road was under 

development, 1929. 

óUnfortunately the greater part 

of it was thrown away.ô ïJ. 

Bernard Calkin, óThe 

Bournemouth District in the 

Bronze Ageô (1935), p. 32.



The Anglo-Saxon strategic road 

network



Anglo-Saxon toponymy

Å Kinson ïpersonal name Cynestan + OE tȊn, óenclosureô; listed 

as óChinestanestoneô in Domesday, 1086

Å Moordown ïOE mǾr, ówildernessô + dȊn, óhillô

Å Holdenhurst ïOE holǛgn, óhollyô + hyrst, ócopseô; listed as 

óHoleestô in Domesday

Å Iford ïOE yfer, óslopeô. Recorded as a bridging place (ópontem 

de Huverô) c. 1140.



Anglo-Saxon toponymy

ÅTuckton ïpersonal name Tocca + OE tȊn, 

óenclosureô

ÅWick ïOE wǭc, ófarmô (usually a dairy farm)

ÅHengistbury ïpersonal name Heda or Heddin + 

OE burh, ófortificationô (óHedenesburiaô, c. 1152; 

nothing to do with Hengist or Horsa).



Earliest known reference to Tuckton

Tocketon

Rob le Koc ten di virgate de acr xiii. aqd. et. i. 

aqd pu. et. di. redd mde. v. s. v. d.

Rental survey in the Christchurch cartulary, 7 February 

1271.



Origins of 

Tuckton Roadôs 

residential 

stretch?

Under a charter of Baldwin de

Redvers, c. 1140, the

Christchurch canons were

granted the right to take two

cartloads of turf from the heath

west of Tuckton per day, to fuel

their kitchens.

óTocollect the turf, the monks

would probably have forded the

river at Wick, proceeding to the

heath via Tuckton and the lane

that branches to the south-

west.ôïMcKinstry (op. cit.), p.

34


